
What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or dis-

like?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

newsletter@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Term dates for 2014/2015 

Monday 5th January - Friday 13th February 2015 

Monday 23rd February -Weds 1st April 2015 

Monday 20th April - Friday 22nd May 2015 

Monday 1st June - Friday 17th July 2015* 

 *lunchtime close 

Have your say…. 

 

Spring term 2014/2015 

15th January:  MOSI trip 

22nd January:  Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening 

29th January:  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

5th February:  Intermediate Maths challenge day 

9/10/11 February:  School Production—Wizard of Oz 

12th February:  Year 8 Parents’ Evening and SEN drop-in 

20—23rd February: Dance Enrichment trip 

26th February:  Year 9 Options information evening 

4th March:  World Maths Day 

5th March:  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

1st April:   Students break up for Easter. 

 

Keep up to date with dates and times  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours. 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
Linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Years 9 and 10 including options 
Denise.nicholls@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4216 
Year 11 and IAG 
Daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
Years 12 and 13 including UCAS applications 
Scott.ford@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4222 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 
Maths@stockport-academy.org 
Science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
socialsciences@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Health & social, psychology, sociology) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, creative ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email: enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary dates and contact details 

reotypes and toler-
ance. 
Lex Autolease, our 
new Business Part-
ners, delivered a 
workshop on employ-
ability and customer 
service.   Richer 
Sounds and Timpsons 
gave mock interviews 
to our Year 11 stu-
dents with universi-
ties present to give 
advice on admissions 
and finances. 
With our anti-bullying 
school ambassadors 
also facilitating a ‘talk 
to the hand’ balloon 
release , it was a fas-
cinating and thought 
provoking day! 

ow!!  On 21st 
November, the 

Academy was abso-
lutely buzzing for its 
termly SMSC (social, 
moral, spiritual and 
cultural) day with 30 
speakers from 13 
agencies delivering 
workshops to stu-
dents in all years. 
Speakers from Ghana, 
India, Pakistan and 
Nigeria introduced 
our students to new 
cultures and exciting 
activities such as stick 
dancing, henna tat-
tooing, music and 
block printing! With 
Signright, students 
were able to learn 

basic sign language.   
GMP provided 
thought provoking 
input on Hate Crime, 
and Free the Children 
gave a very emotional 
and inspiring assem-
bly about challenges 
facing children 
around the world.  
The Message Trust de-
livered inspirational 
sessions about how 
their faith had 
changed the course of 
their lives onto a posi-
tive path and LGBT 
Youth North West 
gave excellent inter-
active sessions which 
encouraged lively de-
bate on sexuality, ste-

Our anti-bullying message takes to the skies . 

What a day! 
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“I have been 

particularly 

humbled this year 

by the spirit, 

determination and 

humility of our 

students” 

Mr Frank McCarron , 

Principal 

 

A Chilly end of term 

Principal’s Message 
It is overwhelming 
to look back over 
such a phenomenal 
year at the academy.   
  2014 saw the best 
external examina-
tion results ever 
across the school 
with an unprece-
dented increase of 
18%  in the number 
of students achiev-
ing 5 A*-C including 
English and Maths.  
In addition the 
Ac ademy  was 
named national win-
ners of the Accord 
inclusivity award, 
bronze winners of 
Sainsbury’s sports 
award and national 
winners in the“Red 
Card Against Rac-
ism”. We  have also  
been    recognised 
nationally for our 
good practice in re-

lation to student 
voice.   
  I have been partic-
ularly humbled this 
year by the spirit, 
determination and 
humility of our stu-
dents; our young 
people never cease 
to amaze me in how 
willing they are to 
enrich the lives of 
others, most recently 
in Christmas parties 
for both the young 
and old, anti-
bullying events, con-
certs, donations, 
fairs and exception-
al performances.  
Such activity is on-
going throughout  
the year and I some-
times find it hard to 
keep up with the 
la test  news—
although our new 
website and twitter 

accounts keep me 
on my toes! 
I was delighted to 
be informed on the 
last day of term that 
o u r  s t u d e n t s 
achieved the pres-
tigious fundraising 
Diana Award in ad-
dition to the anti-
bullying award for 
our peer   mentors   
in      November. I 
cannot wait to see 
what 2015 has to 
offer for our school; 
it promises to be the 
biggest and most 
successful year yet!   
Wishing all of our 
community, gover-
nors, staff, families 
and students a suc-
cessful, healthy and 
Happy New Year.  
 
F McCarron  
Principal  

at -3C it was a truly chilly day but 
the glowing faces of our excited 
and tired students mixed with the 
Christmas trees and festive music 
made our end of term enrichment 
trip a fabulous start to the Christ-
mas break. 

30 lucky students took to the slopes 
at the Chill Factor on the last day of 
term for a two hour icy experience. 

Students visited the snow park to 
luge, sledge, tube or just roll around 
in the snow. With the temperature 

Students at Chill Factor 

Christmas Hampers for Socially Yours 
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Stockport Academy charity 
Group have today been to visit 
the lovely Socially Yours Group 
of Stockport. 
Our students have collected 
food, toiletries, chocolates and 
Christmas gifts for our local 
community and made them 
into beautiful hampers for 
distributing. Representatives 
of our Charity group took the 

Stockport Academy’s 
charity group delivered 
Christmas Hampers to 
the Farmers Arms in 
Cheadle Heath where 
the Socially Yours group 
were having their an-
nual Christmas Lunch. 
During this special time 

we sang Christmas Car-
ols and were even 
joined by Mrs McCann 
and Mr McCarron in a 
beautiful rendition of 
Away in a Manger. 
Said our Chaplain, Ka-

ren Beal, "it is such a 

pleasure to see young 

business. Sales figures or earnings 

will show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 

that is updated every issue, for in-

stance, an advice column, a book 

review, a letter from the president, 

or an editorial. You can also profile 

new employees or top customers or 

vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on 

current technologies or innovations 

in your field. 

You may also want to note business 

or economic trends, or make predic-

tions for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-

nally, you might comment upon new 

procedures or improvements to the 

Christmas Market a Hit! 

hot dog and a huge 
variety of lovely 
cakes. For our retired 
visitors, it was a 
lovely thriving event 
with plenty to look 
at, brass bands, steel 
drums, choirs and a 
cup of tea and mince 
pie. 

With a wide variety 
of stalls provided by  
local businesses to 
our own students 
here at the Academy 
and Cale Green pri-
mary, the event was 
a great success and 
we are already plan-
ning next year’s 
Christmas Market, 
which  will be held 
on Saturday   28th      
November.  Book 
early!! 

Our 2014 Christmas Mar-
ket was our biggest and 
best yet. With over 1000 
visitors, we were packed 
to the seams and there 
was something for every-
one. 

This year we aimed for a 
real community event 
that would provide an 
enjoyable day for people 
of all ages.  

For our toddlers and pri-
mary school children we 
had Queen Elsa and San-
ta available for festive 
photos for the family al-
bum. For the Mums and 
Dads there was the op-
portunity to buy some 
Christmas presents and 
then put up their feet for 
a welcome few minutes 
with some mulled wine, a 

people interacting 

with adults and our 

retired community. 

Their generosity has 

been overwhelming 

and so gratefully 

received." 
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“Events like these 

allow us to bring to 

life the skills we are 

teaching in the 

classroom” 

Christmas is fun for all 

generations. 

Stille Nacht - not quite! 

Students put on a ‘Thank You’ party for Adswood 

and St Matthews’ nurseries schools. 

Adswood and St 
Matthews' nurseries 
have kindly been 
working with us this 
year to allow our 
Health and Social 
Care students a visit 
to witness first hand 
the development 
and learning of 
young children at 
these two fabulous 
nurseries. Whilst 
there was a work 
element for our stu-
dents, gathering in-
formation and case 
study evidence for 
their coursework 
portfolios, the visits 
were also much en-
joyed by all. 

As a thank you and 
with the hope of 

continuing this suc-
cessful relationship, 
the Academy invited 
in staff, students 
and parents from 
both nurseries for a 
Christmas treat in-
cluding a bouncy 
castle, ball pool, 
card making, musi-
cal chairs, football, 
tasty treats and of 
course, a visit from 
Father Christmas. 

We were delighted 

to host this event 

and send home a 

framed photo of 

each tot meeting 

Santa. 

Said the Academy’s, 
Vice Principal,      
Janine McCann"It 

was a joy to see our 
students working 
and playing with the 
nursery children. 
Events like this al-
low us to bring to 
life the skills we are 
teaching in the 
classroom and also 
offer a lovely oppor-
tunity for a festive 
start to Christmas. 
We thank Adswood 
and St Matthews for 
their support." 

our volunteer brass 
band raising the 
roof with Christmas 
cheer.  Arrange-
ments for the even-
ing were led by two 
of our 6th form stu-
dents, Sophie Drab-

This year's 
Christmas Car-
ol concert saw 
our choir of 60 
students sup-
ported by our 
rocking steel 
pan bands and 

ble and Isaak Heggs 
who, as part of their 
BTEC L3 diploma in 
music had to set up 
and run a major mu-
sical event. We think 
they passed with 
flying colours! 

Year 10 

steel 

band 

making  

Christ-

mas rock 

 

 

Remembrance at the Academy 
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This year’s poppy drop 
was particularly poign-
ant, marking the one 
hundred year centenary 
of World War One.  
Mrs McGahey ran as-
semblies all week that 
told of 100 significant 
years of conflict begin-
ning with World War 
One and ending in the 
British withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. We re-
flected on the British 
values of our military 
and how lucky we are 
to have men and wom-
en fighting for freedom 
and justice. Students 
then completed a form 
time activity about re-

membrance and wrote 
a message of thanks to 
soldiers who have 
fought for our country, 
both past and present.  
On 11th November all 
students and staff 
gathered in the atrium 
for our annual poppy 
drop. We were very 
lucky to be joined by 
Vaughan Kent Payne, a 
former soldier and the 
area manager of the 
British Legion, Ann 
Coffey MP, PC Fox and 
our police cadets, and 
members of the Socially 
Yours group. Mr Kent 
Payne spoke about the 
importance of remem-
brance before Mrs 
Dines played the last 
post. Our two minutes 
silence was followed by 
the dropping of the 
poppies from the balco-
nies. Many of our 

guests commented on 
how respectful our stu-
dents were and felt that 
it was a great privilege 
for them to mark remem-
brance at the Academy. 
 
Said Socially Yours “We 
were delighted to be in-
vited to the Stockport 
Academy Poppy Drop. We 
felt very privileged to be 
part of the remembrance 
event and were humbled 
by the respectfulness of 
the students and staff 
during the silence. We 
have remarked how spe-
cial we were made to feel 
and we will hold these 
memories close to our 
hearts for a very long 
time. Thank you all for 
making us so welcome." 

pleasure to see our stu-
dents wearing their uni-
forms with pride and be-
ing such strong ambassa-
dors for both the Acade-
my  and  young  people 
today. 

Stockport Academy is very 
lucky to have students in   
the  police,  army  and  navy    
cadets.  We are now recruit-
ing for fire cadets so will 
shortly have  representation 
from all our services!  It is a 

Our Academy cadets. 

“we will hold 

these 

memories 

close to our 

hearts for a 

very long 

time.” 

Academy cadets 

supporting the 

remembrance 

service. 
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“I now have 

something very 

special and notable 

to keep with me 

throughout my 

life.” 

Our award 

winners 

 

Students receive Diana  

anti-bullying awards 

The Diana Award is 
presented to inspira-
tional or socially ac-
tive young people 
who have made a 
positive difference 
to the lives of others 
and their communi-
ties. On the 9th De-
cember, fifteen of 
our Year 11 students 
attended the Diana 
Awards Ceremony 
at Leeds United to 
receive their award 
for their Anti-
Bullying efforts 

within the Academy. 
The students joined 
a host of other 
young people who 
had given up their 
time to support oth-
ers across different 
categories within 
the Award. One of 
the award winners, 
Shauna Eastham, 
has summarised her 
experience below, 
which was mirrored 
by all in attendance. 

"I had such an 
amazing day at the 
'celebrate young 
heroes' event, at 
which I received my 
Princess Diana Anti-
bullying award. 
There were activi-
ties, presentations, 

videos, performanc-
es and much more 
going on during the 
day. Not only was it 
a wonderful day but 
I now have some-
thing very special 
and notable to keep 
with me throughout 
my life. We all felt 
extremely privileged 
to be there and to 
receive this greatly 
respected award. It 
was also delightful 
to meet other young 
people who have 
done astounding 
things to get them 
their award too. The 
feeling was unex-
plainable and the 
whole group of us 
are very proud." 

schools and com-
munities. Visitors 
from primary and 
secondary schools 
across Stockport 
joined     with     
Stockport Academy 

 

students for this in-
spiring event. The 
training day was 
held at Stockport 
Academy  on   4

th
 

December 2014. 

Students  from 

across Stockport     

in training to 

become anti-

bullying      

champions. 
The Academy sets the scene. 

Over 150 young 
people from local 
schools in Stockport 
received training 
and shared top tips 
on how to prevent 
bullying in their 

“The Hub” - our new library 
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On the 11
th
 November, 

2014 Stockport Acade-
my was able to proudly 
celebrate the grand 
opening of its new li-

brary resource. The 
Academy was fortunate 
enough to be able to 
welcome Anne Coffey 
MP as special guest of 
honour, who was over-
the-moon when asked 
to cut the ribbon and 
commemorate the 
opening of such a won-
derful addition for the 
Academy and the local 
community. The Acade-

my has been fortunate 
enough to be able to 
spend a sizeable 
amount of money on 
the library ensuring on-
ly the highest quality 
facilities and books. The 
library is now a very 
safe, engaging and 
welcoming focal point 
for the Academy. 

 

hosts for the now an-
nual Christmas Party, 
acting as exemplary 
waiters/waitresses for 
morning tea/coffee and 
mince pies and a buffet 
lunch. The guests were 
entertained by Shaun 
Brady on his saxophone 
and 4 members of the 
choir from year 10 – all 

of whom 
blew 
away the 
visitors 
with their 
skill, tal-
ent, and 
as one resident pointed 
out, their 
“professionalism” 

On 5
th
 December, we 

hosted a visit from resi-
dents of four of Bor-
ough Care Homes' resi-
dences – Bruce Lodge, 
Meadway Court, Mar-
bury House and Bryn 
Haven.   Our Health 
and Social Care stu-
dents, from across Key 
Stages 4 and 5 were 

Students host Christmas party  

Photo Gallery 

“the hub 

opens as a  

fantastic new 

facility for 

students and 

our 

community”, 

All photos kindly 
supplied by Eureka 
Event—Academy 
photographers 
since October.  Con-
tact 07515 729259 



P A G E  8  

“This was a 

delightful 

evening which 

again shows us 

the talent 

available in our 

young 

community” 

Mr McCarron thanks 

students for a great show 

Pyromania at the Academy  

Primary Schools Show  
Tuesday 9th Decem-
ber saw Stockport 
Academy celebrat-
ing the work that 
we are doing with 
some of our primary 
schools. The Acade-
my offers curricular 
support to 10 
schools in the local 
area in the subjects 
of IT, Food Technolo-
gy, Languages, Art, 
Dance and Music. 

The ‘Pied Piper’ 
showcase captured 
the work of our 
dance and music 
teachers Mrs Camp-
bell and Mr Hulme, 
who are working 
this year with stu-
dents from Vernon 
Park, Alexandra 
Park, St Thomas' and 
Cheadle Heath. Our 
lovely year 5 and 6 

students took to the 
stage to sing, dance 
and play in a colour-
ful and touching 
exhibition of self
-confidence and 
good fun. 

Said Mr McCar-
ron, "this was a 
delightful even-
ing which again 
shows us the 
talent available 
in our young 
community and 
reminds us of 
the need to em-
brace talent and 
promote self-
confidence and 
pride. We were 
proud to show 
parents, many of 
whom have nev-
er been in the 
Academy, a taste 
of the opportuni-

ties offered to our 
students here in this 
lovely school." 

the opening explosions, 
(with the students now 
being covered in confet-
ti), over 100 students 
from across the north 
west were treated to a 
series of dazzling dis-
plays and detailed expla-
nations. 
Emma-Jane Brazier, 
physics teacher at Stock-

December 3rd saw the 
return of the annual 
Stockport Academy 
Christmas Lecture. The 
theme for this year was 
‘Pyromania’ – the princi-
ples behind firework dis-
plays accompanied with 
stunning demonstrations 
to explain key scientific 
principles. 
After the initial shock of 

port Academy commented: 
“To see so many students 

enthused by science is tru-

ly awesome. Science helps 

us to make sense of the 

world around us, explore it 

and advance it and hope-

fully stand shoulder to 

shoulder with the greats.” 

 

Staff and Students Stage Community Clean-Up 
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On Friday 12th Septem-
ber, staff and students 
were joined by mem-
bers of the public to 
give a local public foot-

path a good clean-up. 
Situated between Sher-
bourne Road and Carrs 
Road in Cheadle Heath, 
the path is well used by 
school children, dog 
walkers and other 
members of the public.  
Thank you to Edgeley 
Skip Hire for providing 
a skip, Tesco Express 
who provided refresh-

ments and Poppies 
Garden Maintenance 
who came armed with 
equipment for cutting 
back brambles. We are 
also grateful for the 
support of local coun-
cillors. It was a great 
afternoon ! Thank you 
to everyone who joined 
in. 

students with his moti-
vational workshop. Mr 
Walsh won the Acade-
my Award for Film Edit-
ing in 2002 for his 
work on the film Chica-
go .  Students were 
overwhelmed when Mr 

The red carpet was 
rolled out at Stockport 
Academy on Monday 
29

th
 September as Os-

car Winning film editor 
Mr Martin Walsh in-
spired our Film Club 
and Sixth Form Media 

Walsh produced his 
Oscar and bombard-
ed him with ques-
tions about his ca-
reer and that special 
night.  What an in-
spiring visit!  Thanks 
Mr Walsh! 

Foreign Languages De-
partment, the  event 
also took on another 
twist when we asked 
people to donate £1 to 
dress up in internation-
al dress.  

All proceeds from the 

event go to-
wards our two 
nominated      
charitie, The 
Christie and  
EducAid. 
 

Staff  and  students  
really looked the part 
when we staged our 
European Day of Lan-
guages Event on Friday 
26th September.         

Organised by students 
and staff in our Modern 

European Day of Languages 

Media enthusiasts get the Oscar 

Members of our film club and 

media students with Mr Walsh 

and Miss Nakielska 

Thank you to 

Edgeley Skip 

Hire, Poppies 

Garden 

Maintenance 

and Tesco 

Express. 

Non-uniform with 

a difference! 
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“an extraordinary 

show of talent and 

enthusiasm 

provided a smash 

hit.” 

Mr McCarron  thanks our 

students “beautiful in-

side and out”. 

 

 On 15th December, over 
100 Academy students 
took to the floor to strut 
their stuff.                      

This year saw students from all years in-
volved in a showcase of talent and enthusi-
asm on the dance floor.  

Dances included 
ball room dancing, 
jives, street dance, 
contemporary and 
popular. 

 

For the first time, we also saw our boys in-
volved in the show and giving it their all. 

With dancing now being taught 
in all years, we are feeling the 
benefit of having three superb 
dancing teachers in school; Mrs 
Campbell, Mrs Hacking and Miss 
Leigh. 

Said David Robinson, Chair of Gover-
nors: “We thank the students and 
staff for the tremendous amount of 
work they put in to making this such 
a  spectacular  event for our parents 
and families.” 

Dance Show Extravaganza Sixth Formers get experimenting 
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“I was lucky enough to 

accompany a group of 

6
th
 formers on a science 

trip to Kidscan Labs at 

Salford university. The 

group got the oppor-

tunity to experience  

real-life science per-

forming university level 

experiments with 

equipment that is not 

found in schools. It was 

a fantastic opportunity 

to question experts in 

their field and improve 

knowledge. Through the 

trip the students have 

gained invaluable 

knowledge of research 

labs and drug design, 

and have possibly been 

inspired towards a more 

scientific future.” 

Chris Tate Snr Technician 

skills and CV writing. Na-
talie Burney led an introduc-
tory assembly on the 3

rd
 Nov 

and will be returning in the 
following weeks to do work-
shops on essential employ-
ment skills with our Sixth 
Form, creating a full CV and 

“Another partnership with 
the Academy began this 
term, this time with the 
Employment and Skills 
Group, a service offering a 
range of apprenticeship 
schemes as well as advice 
on job hunting, interview 

cumulating in mock inter-
views as well. A big thank 
you for the work done so 
far and we look forward to 
having them back soon.” 

Scott Lauchlan-Ford 

Pastoral Manager Yr12/13 

and Old Trafford. We 
also took lots of photos 
of the landscape to use 
back in the Art room at 
the Academy. It was a 
challenge to draw 
quickly from direct ob-
servation, however 
each student now has 
some exploratory work 
to contribute to their  

GCSE Urban 
portfolio. Well 
done Year 11, 
we are so 
proud of your efforts 
and your developments 
this week in class.” 

Miss Hankinson 

“Year 11 Art students 
took part in an Art 
Workshop at the Lowry 
Gallery. Our students 
learnt how to make 
their own sketchbooks 
and used these 
throughout the day to 
record some of the 
stunning views of Sal-
ford Quays, Media City 

Year 11 at the Lowry 

Preparation for life in the modern world 

 


